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CITY OF ENCINITAS         
Development Services Department    
505 South Vulcan Avenue 

Encinitas, CA  92024 

760-633-2692 

 

  
Case No. ENV-004106-2020 

Addendum to Final Negative Declaration No. 17-224 
 
SUBJECT: 2020 Interim Climate Action Plan Update: The proposed project consists of 

updates and revisions to the previously-adopted Encinitas Climate Action Plan.  
Applicant: City of Encinitas 

 
I. PROJECT DESCRIPTION:  
 

Background 
 

On January 17, 2018, the City of Encinitas adopted the 2018 Climate Action Plan (CAP) 
and Negative Declaration for the 2018 CAP, which updated the City’s 2011 Climate 
Action Plan. The 2018 CAP built upon the goals of the 2011 CAP and provided an 
updated 2012 greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions inventory for the City.  The updated 
inventory demonstrated that activities within the City emitted 483,773 metric tons of 
carbon dioxide equivalent (MTCO2e) emissions. Consistent with Senate Bill 32, the City 

must achieve an established GHG emissions reduction target of 40 percent below 1990 
levels by the end of 2030 to be in line with the statewide targets. With implementation of 
the 2018 CAP, the City aimed to achieve the following reduction targets:  

 
▪ 13 percent below 2012 levels by 2020; and  
▪ 41 percent below 2012 levels by 2030.   

 
For 2020, the City has reached the short-term reduction goal of 13 percent below 2012 
GHG emissions levels through state and federal GHG-reduction legislation.  To achieve 
the 41% long-term GHG reduction, the City will need to reduce emissions to 285,426 
MTCO2e by 2030.  It should be noted that the 2012 inventory levels are proportionately 
aligned with 1990 baseline levels mandated by Senate Bill 32. 

 
The 2018 CAP organized strategies, goals, and actions based on the sectors evaluated 
in the 2012 inventory (i.e., on-road transportation, electricity, natural gas, solid waste, 
water, off-road transportation, and wastewater). Strategies were developed to target 
improving the GHG efficiency of citywide community and municipal activities. For 
example, GHG reductions will be made through the incorporation of renewable energy in 
residential and nonresidential buildings while simultaneously improving the efficiency of 
such buildings. Specific actions and their supporting measures are outlined in the 2018 
CAP and their anticipated reductions are disclosed. 
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The City adopted its fifth cycle of Housing Element Update (HEU) in March 2019. In 
accordance with mitigation measure GHG-2 of the HEU’s Environmental Assessment, 
the City of Encinitas committed to updating the 2018 CAP within 20 months of the 
effective date of the HEU to reflect the impact of additional projected HEU housing units 
on greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. The additional housing units affect population, 
employment, and vehicle miles traveled forecasts.   The adopted HEU would 
accommodate a maximum realistic yield of 2,494 additional dwelling units on 17 
candidate sites within the City under build-out conditions. These additional dwelling units 
are based upon the HEU’s permitted maximum density of 30 dwelling units per net acre 
on the candidate sites. 

 
2020 Interim CAP Update  

 
The 2020 Interim CAP Update incorporates the additional residential units into the 
business-as-usual and legislatively-adjusted projections and presents associated 
updates and revisions to the 2018 CAP measures.  The CAP measures have been 
further refined for consistency with more recent state and federal requirements and to 
ensure the measures reflect the most current climate science and climate action 
opportunities. 

 
Based upon updated projections in the 2020 Interim CAP Update, the City’s business-
as-usual GHG projections for the Year 2030 would be 292,300 MTCO2e with legislative 
reductions.  This projection represents a 32% reduction from 2012 in business-as-usual 
emissions.   

 
The 2020 Interim CAP Update revises and updates various GHG-reduction strategies 
and corresponding CAP measures.  Most of the changes, which are incorporated by 
reference, pertain to building efficiency (Strategy 1), renewable energy (Strategy 2), 
water efficiency (Strategy 3), and clean and efficient transportation (Strategy 4).  The 
analysis for the CAP Update addressed recent new and revised state and federal 
legislation affecting GHG emissions projections.  State and federal legislation also 
impact the projected GHG emissions potentially avoided by proposed CAP 
measures, therefore this data in the CAP was updated.  Finally, some CAP Measures 
were modified that could not be implemented for various reasons and some new 
measures were added.  The results of this analysis can be found in Attachment G of 
the updated CAP. 

 
With implementation of the 2020 Interim CAP Update and the corresponding revisions to 
the 2018 CAP, the 2030 GHG emissions reduction target established by the 2018 
CAP would still be met.  As previously stated, to reduce 2030 GHG emissions by 
41% below 2012 levels, the City will need to reduce emissions to 285,426 MTCO2e by 
2030.  Provisions of the 2020 Interim CAP Update would exceed this 2030 target 
whereby GHG emissions would be reduced to 254,575 MTCO2e.  Because the subject 
CAP update would meet the 2030 GHG emissions reduction target under the 2018 CAP, 
the proposed revisions would not change the environmental conclusions of the Negative 
Declaration adopted for the 2018 CAP.  Environmental effects related to implementation 
of the 2020 Interim CAP Update would remain less than significant. 

 
The next regular 5-year update is anticipated to occur in 2023, according to the CAP 
update cycle.  The 5-year update will include a reevaluation and realignment of the City’s 
emissions reduction targets with current state guidance, including Executive Order B-55-
18 which set a statewide target of achieving carbon neutrality by 2045. 
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II. ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS: See attached Final Negative Declaration. 
 

III. DETERMINATION: 
 

The City of Encinitas previously prepared the attached Final Negative Declaration No. 
17-224 for the project.  Based upon a review of the proposed project revisions, it has 
been determined that, in accordance with Section 15162 of the California Environmental 
Quality Guidelines: 

 
 (A) No substantial changes are proposed in the project which will require major revisions 

of the previous Negative Declaration due to the involvement of new significant 
environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of previously identified 
significant effects; 

 
 (B) No substantial changes occur with respect to the circumstances under which the 

project is undertaken which will require major revisions of the previous Negative 
Declaration due to the involvement of new significant environmental effects or a 
substantial increase in the severity of previously identified significant effects; or 

 
 (C) No new information of substantial importance, which was not known and could not 

have been known with the exercise of reasonable diligence at the time the previous 
Negative Declaration was adopted, shows any of the following: 

 
 (1) The project will have one or more significant effects not discussed in the previous 

Negative Declaration; or 
 

(2) Significant effects previously examined will be substantially more severe than 
shown in the previous Negative Declaration. 

 
 
Therefore, in accordance with Section 15164 of the California Environmental Quality 
Act Guidelines, an addendum to the previously adopted Negative Declaration shall be prepared.  
Circulation of the addendum for public review purposes is not required. 
 
 
 

 

 

  

 

                                                                        October 20, 2020              
Scott Vurbeff, Environmental Project Manager  Date  
Development Services Department 
 
 
Attachments: Final Negative Declaration No. 17-224  


